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Vigil Lights for Home Devotions 
These Vigil Lights are now packed in an ornate box con- 
taining one dozen 15-hour Vigil Lights with one Ruby Glass, 
and will be sent postpaid to any point within a distance of three 
zones on receipt of one dollar. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
405 North Main St. St. Louis, Mo. 





; LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect espe- 
cially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents Wanted Chino, California 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month and 
the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘‘Nov. 27,” 
your subscription expired with the Nov., 1927 issue; if “‘Dec. 27,’ it 
expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days or so 
before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable to 
change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send both 
OLD and NEW address. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev 
P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo 





Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance 
for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, Act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Christmas Gladness 


Gloria in excelsis! Gloria in excelsis! 

Let the heavens ring; Ect us all reivice; 

In excelsis Deo! In excelsis Deo! 
Welcome, new-born King. Lift each heart and noice. 


Gloria in excelsis! Gloria in excelsis! 

Over sea and land, Swell the hymn on high; 
In excelsis Deo! In excelsis Deo! 

Chant the anthem grand. Sound it to the skp. 


Gloria in excelsis! 
Sing it, sinful earth, 
In excelsis Deo! 

For the Savior's birth. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Bail, Queen of the heavens! Thee God in the depth 
Bail, Mistress of earth! Of eternity chose; 
Hail, Virgin most pure, And formed thee all fair 


Of immaculate birth! As Bis glorious Spouse. 
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The Blessed Virgin in Advent 


ESUS, our Divine Savior, was born to us of Mary. 
It is then but natural that during Advent, when we 
are preparing for our Savior’s birth, the sacred 
liturgy should direct our mind again and again to 

Mary, the Mother of the Savior. There is scarcely a day dur- 

ing Advent, on which Holy Church, either in the Office or at 

Holy Mass, does not call our attention to that intimate rela- 

tionship which Mary, the Mother of God, bore, by nature, to 

the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Divine Word of God. 

All that God did for Mary as the chosen One from all eternity 

to be the Mother of His Son: the miracles He worked in her 

behalf in order to prepare her soul and her body as a worthy 
habitation for the Eternal Word,—all this Holy Church brings 
before us for consideration during Advent. Certainly, it was 
by the dispensation of the Holy Ghost, that the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception should always be celebrated during 
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Advent; for Mary was conceived without sin just because she 
was chosen to be the Mother of God. 

And how should or could Holy Church forget during the 
time of Advent that other prerogative which Mary, as the 
Mother of God, enjoys above all women — the prerogative of 
her dignity as Virgin and Mother? The words of the Prophet 
Isaias: “Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and 
His Name shall be called Emmanuel” (vii. 14) seem to be 
constantly on her lips. 

Neither does Holy Mother Church grow weary during Ad- 
vent of reminding the Blessed Virgin of her dignity and su- 
preme happiness. With the Angel Gabriel and St. Elizabeth 
she greets and praises Mary countless times: “Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with thee! — Thou hast found grace with 
God... ‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Most High shall overshadow thee.. Blessed art thou 
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!” (Luke i.) 
Joyfully and gratefully she confirms the truth of Mary’s own 
words: “He that is mighty, hath done great things to me; for 
behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed” 
(Luke i.). 

On the Ember days during the year, the holy Gospel usu- 
ally relates how our Lord cured a sick person or forgave the 
sins of some penitent; not so on Wednesday and Friday of 
Ember week during Advent. — On these days, the holy Gospel 
relates the two principal events which occurred during that 
very first Advent in Judea: the Annunciation of the Angel 
Gabriel, and Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth. And to re- 
mind us, her children, most forcibly of Mary’s great dignity 
as Mother of God, Holy Church has instituted a special feast 
on the 18th of December, the Feast of the Expectation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. In addition, a special High Mass, called 
the Rorate Mass, may, under certain conditions, be celebrated 
daily in honor of the Mother of God. In this Mass the epistle, 
the Gospel, and many of the prayers refer particularly to the 
Incarnation of the Divine Word in the bosom of Mary. 
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Nor does this suffice. To assure herself that Mary shall 
not be forgotten during Advent, Holy Church commands that 
the canonical hours during this time shall conclude with the 
Anthem which honors Mary specifically as the Virgin Mother 
of God — the Alma Redemptoris Mater: — 

Mother of Christ, hear thou thy people’s cry! 
Star of the deep, and portal of the sky. 
Mother of Him who thee from nothing made, 
Sinking we strive and call to thee for aid. 

Oh, by that joy which Gabriel brought to thee, 
Pure Virgin first and last, look on our misery! 

During Advent, Holy Church cannot, as it were adore the 
Son of God in visible form, since He has not yet appeared in 
human flesh; therefore she adores Him in the womb of Mary, 
His virginal Mother. And whatever she wishes to say in His 
praise, she addresses to His beloved Mother. She knows full 
well that every word of praise bestowed upon the Mother for 
the sake of the Son, reverts to the Son, glorifies the Son. 


——— aa 
The Spirit of Advent 





It is growing colder day by day. The flowers have with- 
ered and the trees have lost their leaves. A heavy fog hides 
the heavens and snow covers the earth. Winter is here; all life 
ceases before its icy breath. 

Thus it is in many a soul. The good desires are not al- 
together dead but they are like the numb seeds under the snow- 
cover of countless distractions and negligences. 

Christmas is coming. O Divine Child, art Thou looking 
for a poor, cold and forsaken stable? Then come into my heart. 
Dost Thou wish to be born during a cold winter’s night? Then 
renew in my soul the mystery of Thy birth, and springtime with 
its light and warmth will enter therein. Thou art the sun and 
bliss of the soul. Wherever Thou dost cast Thy glance, life 
awakens. Wherever Thou dost stand and walk, flowers spring 
up and wherever Thou dost enter in, there is heaven. When 
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Thou art not the center of the heart there is no peace, no true 
joy, but only coldness and darkness as in the stable of Beth- 
lehem before Thou didst enter. 

—i— 


Silent Hush of Advent 


St. Madaleine Sophie Barat, Foundress of the Congregation 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 


“Tt is wonderful how silent and mysterious people become 
when they draw near to God.” (Father W. Faber). 

One of these quiet souls was St. Madaleine Sophie Barat. 
Untouched by the storms and dust of the earth her soul ever 
rested peacefully in the Lord, as the white water lily in the 
tranquil lake. 

At the approach of the holy season of Advent her usual 
recollection grew more noticeable; the atmosphere of the pres- 
ence of God enveloped her whole being. From her quiet, mild 
eyes shone a mysterious power which banished all haste and 
unsteadiness of spirit. Mother Barat was a living invitatory 
during these days: “The Lord is nigh. Come, let us adore 
Him!” 

She became still more profoundly recollected during the 
great, liturgical Advent novena before Christmas. Her prayer- 
ful soul hearkened to the silence of the Divine Child in the 
bosom of His Mother. In the house no heavy footstep, no slam- 
ming of doors and no loud talking unbecoming to religious de- 
corum, were tolerated. Mother Barat desired that every one 
of her daughters should perpare a crib in her heart for the ex- 
pected Emmanuel. 

Mother Barat drew her spirit from Our Holy Mother, the 
Church, which in her prayers and hymns exhorts us, her chil- 
dren, to enter into ourselves: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight His paths” (Luke iii. 4). She bids us lay down 
noisy cares and unrest, in the simplicity and the quiet joy of our 
hearts “looking' for the blessed hope and coming of the glory 
of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ” (Tit. ii. 13). 
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“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, rejoice. Let 
your modesty be known to all men. The Lord is nigh” 
(Phil. iv. 4, 5). 

— 


The Christmas Spirit 





y oS UR hearts are like a musical instrument which may 
‘(x . eV | be tuned to produce various sounds and effects, and 
ie sh py) should be tuned according to the different feasts of 
Kent the Church. How should we attune this harp of 
the heart at Christmas in order to bring joy to the Infant Jesus? 

The predominant spirit at Christmas should be reverent 
adoration. This springs from a living faith: the great God 
became a little Child for me; He lies in a crib in the stable 
and suffers in order to redeem me. The soul that seeks to grasp 
well this fact will love to kneel at the crib with Mary and 
Joseph. Holy Church invites us again and again: “Christ, Our 
Lord, is born to us, come let us adore!” 

The second string of the harp of our heart should be tuned 
to the note of joy. The angel said to the shepherds: “Fear not; 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be 
to all the people” (Luke ii. 10). Every church has become a 
stable of Bethlehem, and faithful hearts by Holy Communion 
have been transformed into a crib wherein lies the Infant Jesus. 
What joy, what happiness! 

The third string of our Christmas harp should be tuned 
to the note of thanksgiving. Heaven has bestowed upon us so 
many gifts and graces in our creation, our redemption and our 
sanctification! This gratitude should not consist in mere words; 
it should urge us to give the Christ Child what He most desires, 
namely: our whole heart, our entire affection. 

To the note of Jove the fourth harp string of our soul 
should then be tuned at Christmas. This love we show by help- 
ing the little Infant to establish His kingdom, above all in our 
own hearts, then in the home, the city, our country and through- 
out the whole world. If the interests of the Infant Jesus have 
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become our own interests then only have we given Him our 
whole heart and entire affection. Then and only then will the 
Child Jesus in return bestow upon us liberally the treasures of 
His mercy and love. 

Adoration, joy, gratitude, love! May these affections of 
our heart blend in harmonious melody and re-echo in our souls 
throughout the blessed Christmastide. 


tH} 


Prayer Beside the Crib 


By Ven. Martin v. Cochem 





“Today is born to you a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord, in the city of David.’’ — Luke ii. 11. 

cae a OST august Son of the Heavenly Father, Christ 
y ¢ hg A: Jesus, true Savior of the world! What gratitude 
EM. al: does not the whole human race owe Thee, because 
Se out of purest love Thou didst take pity on us and, 
of Thy own free will, didst offer to redeem us. Satan accused 
Adam and Eve on account of their transgression; their sin itself 
cried to heaven for punishment, but no angel nor man could be 
found to redeem the accursed human race. Then didst Thou 
take our eternal ruin so deeply to heart that Thou didst offer 
Thyself before the Eternal Father and the Holy Ghost, and be- 
fore all the angels, to undertake the redemption of mankind, 
and bear the sin of Adam and Eve and of all future generations. 
O gracious Son of God, how unfathomable is Thy mercy 

and how unbounded Thy love for the fallen human race! Even 
while lying in the crib Thou didst realize what a weary exile 
Thou wouldst have to endure on earth. Thou didst foresee the 
contradictions Thou wouldst receive from the perverse nation; 
how many and what cruel tortures Thou wouldst suffer in Thy 
Sacred Humanity, and how very ungrateful men would prove 
themselves toward Thee. Still Thou wast willing to submit to 
the most cruel death even for Thy most bitter enemies. With a 
humble genuflection we venerate Thee in the Adorable Mystery 
which Holy Church, in the Creed, publicly professes: “Who 
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for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary; and was 
made man.” Never did a father run with so great haste to 
rescue his child from the fangs of a wolf, as Thou didst hasten 
to rescue our unfortunate souls from the mouth of the hellish 
dragon. O love above all love! O grace above all grace! How 
shall we requite Thee this unfathomable love! O Jesus, how 
shall we thank Thee for this inestimable benefit! 


My Heart Thrills with Bliss 


O great Son of God! I cast myself upon my knees before 
Thy crib. I adore Thee, I worship Thee from the depths of niy 
heart. Welcome, my supreme God! Welcome, my most gra- 
cious Lord! Welcome, my dearest Brother! My heart is filled 
with bliss to see Thee before me. Now I can obtain all I need; 
now I can be delivered from all that burdens my heart. I im- 
plore most earnestly the pardon of my sins, the amendment of 
my life, and the attainment of the necessary virtues. Remem- 
ber, O most gracious Savior, that Thou didst come into this 
world to seek and to save that which was lost. Seek, then, my 
soul which has gone astray, find it and save it. Unite me to 
Thee in a new bond of love, and never again suffer me to be 
separated from Thee. I firmly resolve never more to grieve 
Thee, but always to love Thee with my whole heart. I will 
transform my heart into a crib for Thee, and banish therefrom 
all earthly and profane love. Thou, O Jesus, shalt henceforth 
be my only love, my only joy. 

Eternal and most merciful Father, remember how Thy 
only-begotten Son, in love for Thee and our salvation descended 
from heaven and became utterly poor and destitute. If a con- 
trite sinner had come to Thee that first Christmas night, and had 
taken Thy beloved Son into his arms and asked Thee for Thy 
Son’s sake to pardon him — couldst Thou have refused that 
grace? Ah, no; for this would have been impossible to Thy 
paternal Heart. The sentiments that animated Thee then, O 
best of Fathers, animate Thee now; and Thou art still ready to 
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pardon most willingly all truly penitent souls. Relying on Thy 
fatherly tenderness, I come to Thee with full confidence. In 
spirit I take Thy Son with great reverence into my arms and 
humbly ask for mercy. O most benignant Father, look only 
upon Thy only-begotten Son who for our sakes abases Himself 
so profoundly! Behold the tears He sheds! Behold the pov- 
erty He endures! Behold the cold He suffers! Behold the 
contempt heaped upon Him! And then behold the faithful love 
He bears us! All this I place before Thy eyes, and through 
the merits thereof ask for grace and mercy. 


Our Petition is Little; Thy Gift so Great! 


O most gracious Father, who in Thy infinite love for 
the world, didst not spare Thy own Son, how couldst Thou 
refuse to ‘give us the little that we ask, when Thou didst not 
hesitate to give us the best and most precious Gift that heaven 
contains? Oh, for His sake, grant me, then, the forgiveness of 
my sins, the remission of my punishments, amendment of my 
life, and a happy death. I shall not depart from Thee, most 
gracious Father, until I have obtained grace. I shall not desist 
petitioning Thee, until Thou hast forgiven my sins. O most 
merciful Father, O benign Father, O most generous Father, for 
the sake of Thy dear Son, pardon me; for the sake of Thy sweet 
little Jesus, pardon me; for the sake of this new-born Infant, 
pardon me! Through those bitter tears shed by Thy beloved 
Son, cleanse my soul from all its stains. Through that utter 
poverty endured by the Holy Child Jesus, remit the punish- 
ments due to me. Through that ignominious contempt heaped 
upon Thy dear little Jesus, forget the insults committed against 
Thee. 

O dearest little Jesus, O most generous little Jesus! ah, 
take pity on us and reconcile us to Thy Heavenly Father! Re- 
member that Thou camest into this world for the very purpose 
of restoring sinners to grace, and to the friendship of Thy 
Father. Perform, then, this office in my behalf, and be a faith- 
ful Mediator between God and my soul. 
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Longing for the Holy Child 


By Dr. Sigmund Waitz, Bishop of Feldkirch 





§] LONGING for the Christ Child is manifested 
throughout the four weeks of Advent. It com- 
} mences with the beginning of the ecclesiastical 
" year; like the morning dawn it gradually increases 
until the heavens are resplendent with the charm of brilliant 
colors. This aurora draws all things to itself especially the 
world of children. “The Christ Child is coming, coming soon! 
Christmas is near, drawing nearer each day!” This is the mes- 
sage of joy that awakens a longing in the hearts of children. 
Beautiful is this dawn of understanding in children, ever in- 
creasing, ever growing as is also their love for the Child Jesus. 
This joyous message of the Christ Child is the first lesson fully 
grasped by children in their religious instructions. To love the 
Infant Jesus with the whole heart, the whole soul and with the 
whole mind is something natural and easy for children. 

Is the longing in the hearts of children for the Christ Child 
filled by the prevailing custom of celebrating Christmas? Are 
the desires of the children fulfilled by looking at the brightly 
shining candles and beautifully decorated Christmas tree? 
Does it suffice if the Christmas melodies and songs place them 
in a happy mood? Is the longing of the children fulfilled when 
toys and dolls are placed in their hands? Are their joys com- 
plete when they receive more sweets and good things to eat than 
at any other time of the year? Is it sufficient for children to 
love their parents and to be loved in return? No, this is not 
the whole nor the true Christmas joy for which the hearts of 
children long. 

To the child, also, the words of St. Bernard are applicable: 
“The immortal soul desires after eternal goods.” The follow- 
ing words of Holy Scripture may be truthfully applied to the 
Christmas joys of children: “The kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink; but justice, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 
(Rom. xiv. 17). The best, the sweetest, the most salutary and 
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most lasting Christmas joy is the Infant Jesus Himself in Holy 
Communion. When the Christ Child comes into the heart of 
the child, this is, — in so far as the child is well prepared, — 





the true and real Christmas joy. Children who are well in- 
structed and prepared will understand and take more delight 
in receiving Holy Communion than in all the other joys which 
are and should be only symbols and helps to this great joy. It 
is not difficult to awaken the understanding of children and fill 
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them with desires for this joy. Certainly the first thing chil- 
dren understand about the Child Jesus is that He brings pres- 
ents. The next thing would be to tell the children that they 
may have much more, very much more, for the Child Jesus 
Himself would come into their heart in Holy Communion. 
Jesus would be very good to them, bless them with the blessing 
of heaven and would rejoice to come to them as though each one 
were the only and the dearest child on earth. 


The Delight of the Infant Jesus 


In religious instructions, children should be told frequent- 
ly about the little Infant Jesus. By the reception of Holy Com- 
munion on Christmas Day the Christmas celebration will be- 
come a truly heavenly one. Great should be the longing of 
children for this Sacramental union; but great beyond compare 
is the longing of the Infant Jesus to enter the hearts of chil- 
dren. The word of God: “My delight is to be with the children 
of men,” takes this meaning at Christmas time: “It is the de- 
light of the Christ Child to be with the children of men, to come 
into the hearts of the little ones, to dwell with them and to con- 
verse with them.” In this way the Infant Jesus draws the chil- 
dren to Himself more and more. He will be their guide on 
their way through life and strengthen them for the great battles 
which must be fought against the world, the flesh and the devil. 
Holy Communion will be for them the sun of life. 

On Christmas Day children should receive Holy Commun- 
ion quietly but fervently, accompanied by father and mother. 
How edifying it is to see children at the Holy Table kneeling 
between their father and mother! Children should learn early 
that the same little Infant Jesus that comes into the hearts of 
their parents also comes into their own heart. The parents 
should feel that the Infant Jesus loves them in their children 
and that It blesses them the oftener they lead their children to 
Him. The more frequently the parents with their children, 
approach the Savior in Holy Communion the greater is the joy 
of the Christ Child. They can say to our Divine Savior: “Thou 
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hast given these children to us; we bring them to Thee; we lead 
them to Thee; we rear them for Thee. Bless them and bless us.” 
Undoubtedly, if parents acted in this manner the children would 
soon understand what Holy Communion is and would be anx- 
ious to receive often. This would, indeed, be a true, holy and 
beautiful Christmas joy and Christmas blessing. 


Holy Duty 

It is the duty of the mother, above all, to prepare her chil- 
dren for the greatest and loveliest feast of their whole life. 
Therefore we need pious and holy mothers. Good parents will 
love to do this, and if they fulfill this duty well they will also 
fulfill their other obligations well. If parents would prepare 
their children for their first Holy Communion, the little ones 
would conceive a far greater respect for their father and moth- 
er, and would obey them with greater reverence. The Infant 
Savior would bless all and would urge the children to respond 
more readily to the love of their parents. 

The decree of Pope Pius X announced to children the hap- 
piness of early and frequent Holy Communion, and placed the 
stamp of approval on this custom so fruitful in grace. It is the 
duty of parents and pastor to make early and frequent Com- 
munion possible for children. The decree on children’s early 
Communion is also approved by the new code of canon law. 
Why, then, hesitate to give children Holy Communion early and 
often? It requires but the necessary knowledge of the principal, 
fundamental truths of our holy religion, suitable to the age and 
the understanding of the child to distinguish between this bread 
and ordinary bread. Since the introduction of early and fre- 
quent Holy Communion many astounding incidents have been 
reported especially in homes of truly devout parents who are 
frequent communicants themselves and who often speak about 
Holy Communion to the children. The final decision as to 
whether a child is sufficiently instructed is left to the pastor, it 
is true, but what duty could be more pleasant for parents than 
to prepare a child for its first Holy Communion? And who can 
better instruct a child than its mother? 
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‘‘Abide in Me’’ 


According to Alban Stolz 





Ear ai F a tree is to bear good fruit, it cannot be left to 

aq | grow the natural way, it must be grafted. A twig 
from a cultivated tree must be grafted on the wild 
tree, so that both will grow, one into the other, that 
the wild tree may take the nature of the cultivated tree. It is 
similar with man. We are all from the same root which in its 
beginning became degenerated through sin. This sinfulness 
is inborn in us all. Even in the soul of the child lies a noxious 
spiritual seed which in its time will spring up. 

If man lives and grows according to his natural inclina- 
tions, all that he does is, before God, without claim to an eter- 
nal reward, or it is sinful. Even what appears to be good in 
natural man is not acceptable in the sight of the holy and om- 
niscient God, because natural man does not act from a higher, 
supernatural motive. Some work diligently, but they do so to 
earn money or from force of habit. Some are moderate in food 
and drink, but solely out of regard for their delicate health, or 
because they cannot or will not spend much money for sensual 
enjoyment. One may be peaceable and not offend against any- 
one; this may be the result of timidity or effeminacy, — quar- 
rels and fights would disturb the comfortableness of his mind. 
Again there are some who would not take what belongs to 
another because they have no opportunity, or because they fear 
the penitentiary, or have sufficient means. 

Only what is done in Faith, for love of God, or in the state 
of sanctifying grace, or in union with Christ, is truly good, as 
St. Paul declares so emphatically: “If I distribute all my goods 
to feed the poor, and if I should deliver my body to be burned, 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing” (1 Cor. xiii. 3). 
However, such a love is as little in the nature of man as flying 
is natural to him. A twig from another noble spirit must be 
engrafted and intergrow in this corrupted spirit of man, that 
he may love God, and out of love for God do what is right and 
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good. Hence, Christ Himself declares: “Abide in Me, and I 
in you... He that abideth in Me and I in him, the same beareth 
much fruit: for without Me you can do nothing” (John xv. 4, 5). 
This intimate, intrinsic union of man with Christ, this engraft- 
ing into Him, as it were, is effected principally through the fre- 
quent and worthy reception of Holy Communion. Through It 
a new life and new love awakens in the soul of man, a desire 
and the strength to do all and to bear all that God wills. The 
soul desires to perform works that will be of value for eternity. 
There is as much difference between a man who follows his 
natural inclinations, without faith and without love, and a man 
who lives in spiritual communication with Christ, as there is 
between a wild crab tree whose fruits no one cares to eat, and a 
well cultivated tree bearing sweet, luscious fruit. 


. — 0 — 


Angelic Service 





i] HE Perpetual Adoration is an angelic service, an act 
of profound faith and love toward the Most Holy 
Eucharist. It draws priceless blessings on mankind 
for time and eternity. Cities, nations, society at 
large receive many precious gifts and graces from the Divine 
mercy which they owe to the prayers of the fervent adorers be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament. It is a special satisfaction to the 
Divine Heart of Jesus, a great comfort to the Church suffering, 
a source of joy to the Church triumphant. 





Many are Attracted 


The vocation to devote one’s life to the Perpetual Adora- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament is given more frequently than 
we surmise. And many souls would be prompted to follow this 
attraction did they but realize the blessings of a life spent in the 
service of our Hidden God in the Holy Eucharist. 

The love of our Savior dwelling in the Holy Eucharist for 
love of man, has at all times touched noble souls and inspired 
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Postulants kneeling in adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament 


exposed. How happy they feel when face to face with their God! Kneeling 


before the Sacred Host, they commence to realize the holiness of their 
vocation, and exclaim in truth: “More blessed is one day in Thy courts, O 
Lord, than a thousand years amidst the vanities of the world.’" Chosen souls 
are they indeed! 
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them with the longing to make a return for our Redeemer's 
boundless love manifested in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Such souls find the realization of their desires by entering our 
favored community whose members watch day and night before 
the Prisoner of Love. 

Delay is Dangerous 

If you, my daughter, feel that you would like to conse- 
crate yourself to the adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
do not delay.* Delay is dangerous. You may lose your vo- 
cation. When there is question of a soul dedicating herself 
to the service of the Holy Eucharist, hell uses its most effective 
weapons. Therefore, do not let anyone keep you from obeying 
God’s inspirations. Do not let anyone tell you that you are too 
young if you have reached the age of fifteen or sixteen years. 
The Church herself considers that age sufficient to join a re- 
ligious community. Do not let anyone tell you that your vo- 
cation should be first tried in the world; that will be done in 
the novitiate. You will have ample time to consider your step, 
for you will not be permitted to make your first vows until after 
one and one-half years or, if you desire, two years of proba- 
tion will be given. 

It is well to have the consent and blessing of one’s parents 
to enter the religious life, though it is not necessary. The only 
instance when a person may not leave home is when she is an 
only child, and her parents are absolutely in need of her help 
for their support. 

Many saints, among them St. Bernard, St. Thomas Aquinas 
and St. Alphonsus Liguori met with bitter opposition in follow- 
ing their vocation. Had they yielded to the entreaties of their 
affectionate relatives, Holy Church would not now be enriched 
with their marvelous examples of holiness and their fruitful 


*To young ladies who feel drawn to devote their life to God in the 
religious state, we will gladly send our Prospectus ‘“‘Angelic Service of 
Perpetual Adoration.’”’ This large pamphlet contains 16 pictures and 
explains the life and work of a Sister of Perpetual Adoration. 

Address: Ven. Mother Prioress 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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spiritual writings. St. Bernard not only tore himself away from 
the embrace of his loved ones, but persuaded twenty more 
youths to enter with him the austere Cistercian Order. 
“Hasten,” wrote St. Jerome to Paulina, “cut the rope that 
binds your vessel to the shore.” St. John Chrysostom teaches 
that our own salvation should be our first affair, that nothing 
should be allowed to come between us and God, no matter how 
pressing or how important the occupation may seem to be. 
Our Divine Lord Himself uttered these emphatic words: 
“He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy 


of Me.” 
Young Ladies Cordially Invited 


“Hearken, O my daughter... and incline thy ear, and 
forget thy people and thy father’s house” (Ps. xliv.11). Yes, 
hearken to the attraction of grace which urges you to consecrate 
your life to the service of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, 
Missouri, cordially invite devout young ladies to enter their 
community and dedicate their lives to our dear Lord in the 
Holy Eucharist. 

Postulants from good families are desired, girls who are 
innocent, and who feel drawn to Jesus in the Tabernacle. 

Admission is granted to girls between the ages of sixteen 
and twenty-eight. They should be healthy in mind and body. 
A well-balanced mind, a cheerful, amiable disposition and a 
love for the Blessed Sacrament, with a desire to live for God: 
these are the requisites for a vocation to our community of 
Perpetual Adoration. 

Girls between the ages of thirteen and sixteen, who feel 
drawn to devote themselves to the perpetual adoration, will be 
permitted to come to the Convent and remain in the “Juvenate” 
to study until they have reached the age required to enter as a 
postulant. This removes from such innocent souls the danger 
of losing their vocation by being exposed to the temptations of 
the world. 
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The Infant Jesus Gives 





10 give is the Christmas spirit. This urging of the 
4 human heart has its source in God Himself. The 
| goodness of God prompts Him to communicate His 

= gifts. The Heavenly Father has given us His only- 
begotten Son, “the image of His goodness.” The Eternal Son 
has given Himself to us in a most perfect manner by His birth, 
by His life and labors, by His Sacred Passion, and especially 
by the Holy Eucharist. The Holy Spirit gives Himself by 
dwelling in the temple of our soul and body. 

At Christmas time we thank God with deep gratitude for 
the great gift of Himself in His blessed birth. On this day of 
joy we should present gifts not to our fellow-men alone, but we 
should, in return for our Savior’s love, give also to Him. 

Put our Lord on your list of friends whom you will re- 
member at Christmas. First of all, give Him your heart, your 
love. Give Him, too, your interest in His works. Give Him 
your promise to help spread His kingdom. When you are 
thinking of a worthy cause to help for love of the Divine Babe, 
do not, dear reader, forget our new Chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois. The Convent is now under 
construction, and with God’s help, we hope it will be ready 
for occupancy by the Feast of Corpus Christi, 1928. But we 
long for the time when the Chapel may be commenced. It is 
to be a new Bethlehem for the Divine Child, and before His 
Hostia-crib we shall kneel night and day without ceasing. Oh, 
that the alms of generous hearts may make possible the speedy 
erection of the new throne for our Eucharistic King! Help 
us, dear friend, for the love of the Christ Child! Every gift 
will be gratefully accepted. From the poor we ask only the 
alms of their prayers, but we implore the Divine Babe in the 
Sacred Host to touch the hearts of those blessed with temporal 
means, that they may contribute generously toward our new 
sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration. Great, in return, will be 
the blessings bestowed upon you by the Divine Child. 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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How the Holy Child Helped 


= q) K. Walter, the mason, was no man of fortune. From 
his earliest youth he had been accustomed to hard 
labor. He took pleasure in work and was happy 
and contented with his lowly condition. But now, 
the time of trial, the time of want had come. Cold winter is no 
friend of the poor, as those whom circumstances compel to live 
from “hand to mouth” have no savings laid aside. The father, 
despite all his efforts, could not obtain work during the winter, 
and, on account of the hard times, soon found himself and 
family in direst poverty. At first, the mother had helped, being 
ingenious in her efforts to keep hunger and want from the door; 
but soon the exertions proved too much for her delicate health, 
and she was forced to take to her bed. She recovered slowly, 
for she was weakened from want and anxiety. What was to 
become of them? — 

The baby cried from hunger; little Joseph had grown so 
thin and pale that it was pitiful to look at him; and Marian, the 
eldest of the three children, the darling and sunshine of the 
parents, no longer had the rosy cheeks of former days. It was 
midwinter, and there was no money, no work, — scarcely a 
crust of bread in the home, and not a piece of wood. 

“Mother, I am hungry; please give me a little bread,” 
pleaded Marian. When little Joseph heard the word “bread,” 
he instantly forgot his play, and cried pitifully, “Bread! 
Bread!” 

The mother’s eyes filled with tears. “Wait just a little 
longer, and then father will come home,” she said consolingly. 
The poor woman herself did not believe what she said, for, 
although her husband had been gone for several hours, would 
he fare better today than before? 

“Mother, do you think the Holy Child will come to us, 
too?” asked Marian. “Perhaps, my child,” replied the mother, 
“if you ask Him very nicely.” 

Footsteps were heard on the steep, narrow stairway. Mr. 
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Walter entered. “Nothing — again nothing!” he said desper- 
ately, as he threw himself into a chair. “If we don’t want to 
beg or steal, we must all die of starvation or —” He was silent 
for a time, and then continued: “God has forgotten and for- 
saken us, otherwise He would have regard for our innocent 
children, and not let them starve!” 

“Do not blaspheme!” exclaimed Mrs. Walter. “God help 
us! Don’t you know, where need is greatest, God’s help is 
nearest? Perhaps God will help us through some good people.” 

“Good people!” repeated the man bitterly; “where are 
they to be found? — No, wife, it is only by a miracle that we 
can be helped.” 

Meanwhile, Marian had quietly slipped out of the house. 
She had heard and understood only so much of her parents’ 
conversation, that the father had again failed to find work, to 
earn money and bring anything home. But had not mother said 
that perhaps the Holy Child would come if Marian would ask 
Him nicely? And that is why she had slipped away. 

The massive doors of the cathedral were still ajar. Timidly 
the little one entered. It seemed so peaceful and devotional; 
here the Holy Child was really in the Tabernacle. Noiselessly 
she approached the altar. There it seemed to her as if the 
Blessed Virgin who bore the Holy Child in her arms, sweetly 
beckoned her to come. 

The child knelt down, folded her little hands and prayed 
as only a child can pray, with the pure faith and simple trust 
of an innocent heart. 

Marian’s Prayer 

“Dear Holy Child,” she said in a half-audible voice, “I 
want to ask you very nicely for a Christmas present. My father 
and mother have no money and cannot buy anything for me and 
little brother and baby sister. We have no wood and no bread. 
Give us a Christmas tree with lights and apples and presents as 
other people get. Your house in heaven is quite near; it isn’t 
far to our home. We live at 10 — Marie St., high up in the 
attic, and my name is Marian Walter. You have heard me, 
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haven’t You? And please make mother well again, she is 
always sick. Please give father some work; and dear Jesus, — 
don’t forget a doll.” 

The little heart felt lighter. Marian rose and went home. 
She did not know that another besides Jesus had been observing 
her; that her trustful prayer had found a ready ear and an open 
heart. — The man who had been there leaning against a pillar 
was rich in gold and earthly possessions, yet poor and sad at 
heart. The little one’s childlike petitions seemed to him a sign 
from above — today on Christmas Eve. 

The parents had scarcely missed their child. Marian 
often visited the neighbors, for everybody who knew her, loved 
her, and although they, too, were poor, they had at least a 
warm room and their daily bread. 

Hungry, and weary from going about seeking work, the 
father had thrown himself upon the bed to brood in bitter re- 
sentment over his hard lot. The smaller children had fallen 
asleep. Mrs. Walter tried in vain to discover or invent some 
way of relieving the momentary pressing need. Perhaps a 
kind-hearted neighbor will loan her some bread, or perhaps the 
grocery man will give her credit once more. Ah! a mother’s 
heart is ingenious when the life of her family is at stake. Have 
they really nothing left? Yes, — prayer, faith in the almighty 
power of God, and confidence in His infinite goodness. A fer- 
vent prayer now ascended from the poor mother’s heart to 
heaven. 

Just then the patter of little feet was heard as they climbed 
the rickety stairs. It was Marian; her eyes full of expectation. 

“Mother, hasn’t the Holy Child been here yet?” she asked 
eagerly. 

The mother’s heart was wounded by the child’s artless 
question. Alas! she did not even have warm soup to give her 
little ones, today on Christmas Eve. 


The Christ Child’s Answer 


“Listen, Marian!” Tramp, tramp, tramp! They heard 
the sound of heavy steps ascending the stairs. 
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“The Holy Child is coming!” exclaimed Marian in glee. 
But no one entered. Then they heard someone descending the 
steps. Marian slightly opened the door. 

“Mother! Mother!” she cried in ringing tones, “Oh, come! 
Oh, see! The Holy Child did not forget us!” 

Mother and child drew nearer; the father, too, awoke from 
his sullen brooding, and they could scarcely believe their eyes. 
At the door stood an immense basket with a note on the top 
which read, “For Marian Walter, from the Holy Child.” 

There was a little Christmas tree with candles, nuts and 
apples, yes, even a doll. The Holy Child had forgotten nothing. 
The contents of the basket sufficed to make the poor family 
comfortable for a number of days. 

Marian was beside herself with joy. Finally she told her 


astonished parents that she had visited the Holy Child in His 


own house, and had asked Him very “nicely” for some Christ- 
mas presents. 

Mrs. Walter folded her hands in prayer and then, with a 
gentle reproach, said to her husband whose eyes were filled with 
tears of emotion: “Truly, God still works miracles, and He will 
continue to help us.” 

And God did help. On Christmas day a visitor called on 
the poor garret occupants. He acquainted himself with their 
situation and procured work for the father, thus banishing all 
want for the future. 

“T owe it to your child,” said the generous man, “that I, 
too, have spent a joyous Christmas despite my loneliness and 
sorrow.” 

Now the mason and his wife knew who had sent the Holy 
Child’s presents, but Marian could not be convinced otherwise 
than that the Holy Child Himself had come because she had 
visited Him in His own house, and had prayed so devoutly. 

svsntilitaipeess 


FOR SALE: A six room bungalow in first class condition, built in 
1919, all modern conveniences, located in Old Conception, two blocks 
from Abbey Church. For immediate sale at bargain price. 

Write or see — A. O. Ruggle, Conception, Missouri. 





Premiums Which Make Suitable Xmas Gifts 


Please mention premium desired 
For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A beautiful Immaculate Conception Brooch, with figure 
For 1 NEW of the Blessed Virgin in deep relief, platinum oxidized 
Subscription finish and mounted on blue. 

Or: — An oxidized silver finish Miraculous Medal. 

Or: — A handsome rose gold or oxidized, silver finish medal of 
the Little Flower of Jesus. Either medal alone or medal 
on a bar. 

Or: —A Brooch with figure of the Little Flower set on colored 
stone. 

Everyone will be delighted with these artistic repre- 
sentations of the Saint with her shower of roses. 





An ivory finish 6% inch Statue, either of the Sacred 
For 2 NEW Heart of Jesus or of Our Lady of Grace; something en- 
Subscriptions tirely new on the market. The above make beautiful 
companion statues, and both will be sent to those who 
secure 4 new subscriptions. The honor given to a statue 
redounds to the original whom it represents and rouses 
in the soul sentiments of faith and love. 

Or: — An artistic oxidized St. Christopher Auto Medal, 1% in. 
diameter. St. Christopher has been chosen patron saint 
of travellers, particularly of automobilists. Many show 
their confidence in his intercession by attaching a medal 
with his image to their cars. 


A black genuine cocoa Rosary, on a durable silver-plated 
For 3 NEW chain. A handsome, practical pair of beads, that will 
Subscriptions please anyone who is so fortunate as to receive this 
premium. 


For 4 NEW 


Two Statues as listed above. 
Subscriptions 


An excellent, imported, Real Ebony Crucifix, nicely pol- 
For 5 NEW ished, with beveled edges. The artistic oxidized corpus 
Subscriptions will attract all to love and compassion for our suffering 
Savior. It is light in weight, and can easily be held by a 
sick person, or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. 


A young lady from California writes: ‘Enclosed please find re- 
newal to your wonderful magazine, ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ which 
comes to us as a dear and welcome friend, that raises our hearts and 
minds heavenward. Words fail to express how much we appreciate it, 
and so do our friends.” 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








248 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Mother, Your Child is Starving! 


By a Teacher 





=4|HY do so many Christian mothers, who love and 
Hea) esteem the unsullied image of God in their chil- 
4} dren, have no appreciation for the early or fre- 
quent Communion of their little ones? I know but 
one reason for this: the grown person does not understand a 
child’s soul, just because the child is silent about the exper- 
iences of its soul. It thinks they are something quite self-evi- 
dent, and therefore, even when asked about them, cannot give 
an account of them. The grown-up person can speak of them 
when he reflects upon incidents of his childhood. 

My earliest recollection is the Our Father. My mother 
and sisters stood beside my little bed; I said the prayer, phrase 
after phrase, stumbling over the difficult words. Father did 
not pray. My family was pleased with my recital and went to 
the various occupations, little dreaming what deep, interior 
joy thrilled the heart of the lisping little child that sat so con- 
tentedly in her bed. 

I was not reared very religiously. It was not until I at- 
tended school that I heard more about God. As I learned to 
form my first letters, I wrote on many a scrap of paper, 
“Praised be Jesus Christ!” I threw these little slips into the 
air, thinking the angels would find them and sing the praise of 
God, and also that men would devoutly repeat the salutation. 
My mother had not the least knowledge of this, and, had she 
been told about children’s early Communion, it would probably 
have been in vain: she would not have understood. I received 
no encouragement to go to church, but I was happy to assist at 
Holy Mass and May devotions. In the church I invariably 
tried to take a place near the Blessed Sacrament. 

On Good Friday I was forbidden to kiss the Crucifix ex- 
posed for the veneration of the faithful. This wounded my 
heart to the quick, but I found a way to compensate myself for 
this privation. Every evening after I had been brought up to 
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bed I climbed up on the higher end of the bedstead, stood on 
tiptoe, and even then had to stretch my little arm to the utmost, 
so as to cover the Wounds of the Crucified Savior with hand- 
kisses. How long did I do this? — Until I discovered from a 
letter of my mother to a brother that I had been watched. The 
letter read: “What do you think — our little N. is getting pious 
now ... and then followed the story of my evening climbing 
tours; I had been observed through a crevice in the door. I 
was silent and for the future omitted the practice. 

All this happened before my First Communion. To it I 
looked forward with holy eagerness; more than that — I hun- 
gered for It. I was to receive my first Holy Communion in an 
improvised church of the city. That did not seem sufficiently 
solemn for my mother. A year later I would be in an academy, 
she said, and Holy Communion with wreath, veil, and “little 
angel” would be far more uplifting. I prayed with such earn- 
estness for the defeat of these plans, that a grown person could 
scarcely have prayed more fervently. I told Jesus that I would 
not have the strength to be good if He delayed coming to me, 
and that I cared nothing for ceremonies. The time of waiting 
was a dreary time, but ended happily. No dispense was given 
me for the delay, and thus, simply and without ceremony, I 
received my first Holy Communion with a hundred other chil- 
dren. I was supremely happy. 

I am firmly convinced that children are frequently far 
more interior than grown people, for the simple reason, that in 
their souls the infused virtue of faith can develop without im- 
pediment, and their childlike reason is still in the bright light 
of sanctifying grace! 

Oh, that I would succeed by these few lines to convince 
mothers, that they do not know everything about their children, 
and that they are cruel if they deprive their children of early 
or frequent Holy Communion. 

After my first Holy Communion I kept the six Sundays in 
honor of St. Aloysius, and I assert, these moulded my character. 
If mothers realized how children crave for Holy Communion, 
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how a child suffers when the mother keeps it away, what untold 
blessings come to a child through Holy Communion —I say 
all this from the experience of a ten-year-old child — if moth- 
ers realized all this, they would themselves gladly lead their 
darlings earlier to the Divine Friend of children. 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children is a prayer- 
book admirably adapted to awaken and intensify in little ones the 
desire for Holy Communion. Mothers find it very helpful in forming 
in children habits of virtue and prayer. A pastor says of it: “It is 
indeed an excellent prayer-book for little ones. The Divine Friend of 
children must have inspired the author in a special way while he was 
composing it.” For price see page 257. 


44 


Homesickness of the Poor Souls 





De 1 ap O doubt, you have experienced the pangs of home- 
AS qj sickness. It is truly a peculiar kind of suffering. 
ee f| Itis an ardent longing for home and loved ones 
== which is hidden in the innermost depths of the soul. 
Frequently the body, too, suffers from its violence to such a 
degree that it withers and wastes away. Homesickness has 
broken the heart of not a few who have laid themselves down 
to die because they could return no more to their father’s house. 
Everybody is attached to his home and therefore knows 
the pangs of homesickness; the strong man as well as the little 
boy, the heathen as well as the Christian, the savage as well as 
the civilized man. 

A missionary relates: “We had a ten-year-old boy from 
Gaza in our technical school at St. Peters in Jerusalem. The 
first day after his arrival he appeared happy and cheerful and 
quietly played with his comrades. But as early as the next day 
he filled the whole house with his plaintive cries of: ‘O my 
mother, my mother!’ 

“At first we paid little heed to his cries; then we en- 
deavored to console him as best we could. The pupils, too, 
tried every means to calm him. All was in vain. Finally, be- 
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lieving his conduct was sheer stubbornness, we assumed an at- 
titude of sternness, but this was equally unavailing. The cry: 
‘Mother, O my mother!’ was the only response to our gentleness 
or reproofs. His lamentations were heart-rending; he rolled 
himself on the floor, threw himself on his knees at our feet and 
implored us to send him home. He said he had a little sister 
at home whom he always carried in his arms. Who would 
carry her now? He had always run errands for his mother. 
Who would do it now? ‘I shall die here if you do not send me 
home soon,’ he incessantly lamented. 

“His joy cannot be described when we finally decided to 
let him return home after one week. Out of gratitude he kissed 
our hands and feet and considered himself the happiest person 
on earth that day.” 


But a Faint Idea 


Our natural homesickness conveys but a faint idea of the 
supernatural homesickness of the poor souls in their ardent 
longing for God and heaven, to which they cannot as yet attain. 
“Punishment of privation” namely, privation of the Beatific 
Vision, is what theologians call this pain. They say this suffer- 
ing is far greater than the other pains of the senses, howsoever 
severe these may be. The damned in hell, too, endure the pain 
of privation of the Beatific Vision but in an incomprehensibly 
greater degree. In hell the longing for heaven lasts forever and 
remains without hope of ever being satisfied. In purgatory it 
is only for a time and sweetened with the hope of once being 
united to God. In the reprobate it is connected with a hatred 
for God; the poor souls, however, are filled with a glowing love 
for God. Nevertheless, the pain of their retention in the flames 
of purgatory, which deprives them of the vision of God, is so 
violent that we would be deeply moved could we behold them 
or could they impart to us some of the vehemence of their 
longing. 
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The Little Seraph of the Blessed Sacrament 
Gustave Maria Bruni 





ipl USTAVE’S progress in virtue is not to be attributed 
pz 


Myr to a natural disposition which might have made the 
\ a» J, practice of virtue easy. His wonderful growth in 
—=S holiness was rather the reward of his struggles and 
victories. Gustave was very lively and energetic, and sometimes 
displayed a violent temper. His fiery temperament required 
self-conquest and constant restraint. 

God often endows a soul with special prerogatives, and yet 
does not take away from it the opportunity to gain merit. There- 
fore God permitted these perverse tendencies in the soul of little 
Gustave. He had to learn to conquer and to master them. His 
principal ‘fault was whimsicalness and he was so stubborn that 
it was often difficult for him to obey. It was especially hard 
for him to overcome his strong self-will, but in the Name of 
Jesus he brought the greatest sacrifices. Now and then his 
mother gave him a disagreeable task to perform. Sometimes he 
refused to obey, but after a moment’s thought such a violent 
struggle took place in his soul that his whole body trembled. 
He then hastened to his mother and pleaded: “Forgive me, 
mama! I will not do it again.” 

Understanding the necessity of self-conquest, the boy often 
spoke about his faults to P. Vincent Borsalino, who had been 
appointed the spiritual director for the pupils of the Jesuit 
school which he attended. The following lines are taken from 
P. Vincent Borsalino’s notes: “When Gustave learned from his 
teachers that the surest proof of one’s love for Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is the victory over one’s faults, he used every 
means to overcome his faults. How edifying it was to see the 
little one hasten to the director with a joyous heart to inform 
him of his success! He would tell him how for love of Jesus he 
was going to win another crown in his fight against the enemy of 
his soul as he desired to receive his Savior in Holy Communion 


soon.” 








| 
| 
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Victories over Self 

Gustave’s younger brother Antonio enjoyed better health 
and possessed a far more violent temper. Gustave shared all 
his amusements with him. Not seldom quarrels arose between 
the two which ended in tears and resentment. They were finally 
settled peacefully by Gustave’s forbearance, for in the end he 
always gave in to Antonio’s wishes. Victories such as these 
were carried off nearly every day. 

“Sometimes,” writes P. Emmanuel Donato, the Rector of 
the Jesuit school, “his mother brought him to me that I might 
correct him for his faults. Invariably they were faults which he 
had committed at home, for in school Gustave’s behavior was 
without reproach. For instance, Antonio removed the Blessed 
Virgin statue which Gustave honored highly. Gustave considered 
this act a sort of desecration and would not tolerate it. On other 
occasions Antonio wished to play. Sometimes Gustave acceded; 
sometimes not. These faults he considered his great sins. 

“Tt was the remembrance of these disputes which caused 
the little seraph in his delirium during his last serious illness to 
cry out: ‘Antonio, I beg you to forgive me!’ This he said in 
such pitiful tones that it moved one to‘ tears.” Whenever he com- 
mitted a fault he immediately acknowledged it and accepted the 
punishment without complaint. He humbled himself at once 
and on his knees begged his mother’s forgiveness. Fearing to 
have offended his dear Jesus he likewise made an act of con- 
trition. In this way every new victory brought him nearer to our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Gustave Maria entered the school of the Jesuits in October 
1908. Owing to his tender age and the great distance, he was 
accompanied to and from school by his mother or some other 
reliable person. So keen was his understanding, however, that 
he could have guided others. 

Children frequently conduct themselves very thoughtlessly 
on the streets. In their play they often remain standing and do 
not heed the traffic that is passing to and fro. Sometimes they 
linger at the show-windows which, on account of their suggestive 
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exhibitions become for many the grave of innocence. Gustave 
soon came toa decision as to the manner in which he would 
comport himself on the way. He hastened with the agility 
peculiar to his age, yet mindful of the dangers at the corners 
and crossings. Curiosity seemed to exercise no power over him 
for he always kept ‘a strict custody over his eyes. At first his 
mother feared that the sight of the many improper objects in 
the shop-windows might tarnish the purity of his soul. There- 
fore she sometimes warned him to be cautious in looking about. 
The boy gave her this answer: “Do not fear, mama, I see noth- 
ing.” He carefully directed the eyes of his pure soul towards 
God, of whose presence he was ever mindful. 


— aH 


A Christmas Suggestion 


The following letter from a person in Delaware contains a 
splendid Christmas suggestion: “I gave “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’ to three persons as a gift last year. They were so delighted 
with the magazine, | thought it would please them to receive it 
as their Christmas gift again this year.” 

When you are considering Christmas gifts for your friends, 
do not forget a year’s subscription to ““Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory.” It will be a frequent reminder to them of your kindness. 
We will mail the Christmas number as near the feast as possible, 


and will send a dainty card saying it is your gift to them. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Contents — December, 1927 


The Blessed Virgin in Advent — The Spirit of Advent — Silent 
Hush of Advent — The Christmas Spirit —- Prayer Beside the Crib — 
Longing for the Holy Child —‘“‘Abide in Me’’— Angelic Service — 
The Infant Jesus Gives — How the Holy Child Helped — Mother, Your 
Child is Starving! — Homesickness of the Poor Souls— The Little 
Seraph of the Blessed Sacrament 
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Christmas Gifts for the Divine Infant 





The little King Jesus desires to live and reign in all hearts. 
Prepare for His coming! The booklet Little Devotions to the 
Holy Infant Jesus will help you to do so. It contains charming 
prayers and aspirations for Advent and Christmastide. Pass 
some around among your relatives and friends that they, too, 
may the better prepare for the coming of the Prince of Peace. 
Every act of love you thus procure for the Divine Babe will mean 
another birthday gift for Him. On earth He will repay you with 
His graces and blessings; in heaven with eternal joys! 

4 booklets (64 pages) for 25 cts. postpaid; reduction for quantities of 100 and more. 


Prayers 
Taken from 
Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
O holy Infant Jesus, living in Mary! 
Infuse into me the spirit of prayer and 
grant that, in virtue thereof, I may adore 
and imitate, in the still fund of my soul, 
in the innermost peace of my heart, in the 
blessed quiet of my spirit, Thy sublime 
silence in midst of the turmoil of the world 
and Thy most profound quiet in midst of 
worldly noise! 
. *® 
O spirit of the holy Infant Jesus! An- 
nihilate my own work within my soul, and 
work within me a pure suffering. Banish 
from my memory every vain remembrance, 
and from my mind all useless knowledge! 
Detach my will from sweet sentiments, and 
my heart from impure and sensual affections! 





Father Paul of Moll 


An interesting gift book, containing a sketch of the life of this 
wonder-worker of the 19th century. Records some of his striking and 
prophetic sayings and inspiring letters. California: “It is very ele- 
vating with all those wonders he performed through God’s omnipo- 
tence and mercy.” From New York: “It is so very interesting and 
instructive; the miracles that are recorded are wonderful.’”’ Chicago: 
“T read in it whenever I get a chance and each time I find something 
new...” Price $2.00 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Include Some of These Booklets with Your 
Christmas Gifts 


ARRAS 


A reader from Pittsburgh says: “You recently sent me a set of 
booklets for which I paid $3.33. To date my husband and I have read 
six of them, but we have become so enthusiastic, that we beg of you to 
forward a like set to the following addresses. You may be sure, the 
homes to which they go will be much benefited.” 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory 


Why we should do so... Various means of helping them. 3 for 10 cts. 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 
Tn the Splendor of the Morning Sun 

Two popular booklets on Holy Mass; both very interesting. 
Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 

A spiritual bouquet for your sick friends; prayers, Mass Devotion. 
Go to Joseph 


Sets forth his dignity, sanctity, power and glory. His feasts. 


Saint Anthony, the Wonder-Worker 


Principal events of his life; his miracles; prayers, novena, litany. 


Saint Gertrude the Great 


Account of her wonderful life; promises of our Lord; prayers. 


Saint Ceresa of the Child Jesus (12 illustrations) 


Sketch of the life of the Little Flower; Mass, novena, litany, prayers. 
Words of Our Cord to Sister Benigna Consolata 
Cannot fail to inspire souls with trust, love and confidence in God. 


Above booklets 10 cts. each; Postage extra 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
Prayers and charming aspirations of exquisite tenderness. 
Jesus, Joy of iy Heart Jesus Pleads for my Love 
Jesus Loves Me Jesus One with Me 


The above four booklets form a series of affectionate conversations 
with our Eucharistic Lord — very simple and charming. Each 6 cents. 


All for Chee, O Heart of Jesus! 


Contains many prayers; acts of consecration; a Mass Devotion. 


Devotions to St. Joseph 


Contains many prayers, novenas, litany and acts of consecration. 
Good St. Aun 
Her dignity and power; favors; her relics; litany and prayers. 
St. Jude Thaddeus, the Great Helper in Great Need and St. Rita, 
Advocate of the Tmpossible (combined in one booklet) 


Sketch of the life of each; litanies; novenas; prayers. 
Above booklets 6 cts. each; Postage extra 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Best Prayer-book for Children is— 


Jesus in the 
Hearts of 
Little Children 


A complete prayer- 
book. It contains 28 
devotion-inspiring pic- 
tures; two Mass devo- 
tions; Confession and 
Communion devotions; 
Way of the Cross; Lit- 
anies; Devotions for 
Benediction and 8 vis- 
its to the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. New, en- 
larged edition, 160 
pages; print large and 


clear. 


Art cloth binding, 
colors: black, blue or 
rose. Price 30 cts. per 
copy. 

Heavy, durable, 
neatly bound cover, 
with gilt embossed 
title. Colors: white, 
black, blue or rose. 
Price 50 cts. per copy. 





Recent Cestimonials from Different Communities 


‘‘Kindly send me five dozen copies; the prayers are beautiful for Holy 


Mass and visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament.’’— ‘‘We think this is an ex- 
ceptionally good book and we wish that every child could have one.’’ — ‘‘The 
sample was all that could be desired as a prayer-book for children.’’ — ‘‘They 


are much in favor with the little ones and even the older children; we would 
not be without them.” 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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First Visit of the Angel Gabriel after the Nativity of Our Savior 








Artistic Pictures in Photo-tone 


Pictures will be blessed when remittance accompanies order. 


IEE SETI REL ART LON REIRSON 19 x 32 in. $0.50 
SI ai cca a nea enalgendencbaneeebenadadel 12 x 16 in. 0.25 
FE inci ccnccedcinsasadsnddcesstcsnnizceecprsidbislentobenaieanie 16 x 21 in. 0.40 
The Holy Christ of the Agony 16 x 21in., 40 cts. 16 x 25 in. 0.50 
Agony of our Lord 14 x 22 in. 0.35 
Mother Most Sorrowful Companion pictures 14 x 22 in. 0.35 
The Angel Gabriel Adoring the Divine Child .......... 16 x 20 in. 0.40 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart .........................----000-0-+ 18 x 26 in. 0.40 
I I I iio aan snnccscanpncsnnnunanimeacenaunel 15 x 21 in. 0.40 
PR I I nnd ccseeeceteniersee 9x 14in. 0.20 
i IN I in gts sen ccnesesi ct enbeiicetennia 18 x 24 in. 0.40 
III, air oncses cosmo ssteaanasancnsncnsevcdniiioensibonan 15 x 22 in. 0.35 
II 55. eiisinastaonccmecinaceyddsaoresminsecinstinpsadsenaciaed 10 x 18 in. 0.20 
i oda vosnentanachdocndeanuckonugnnee 11 x 15 in. 0.20 
I ai a esc 16 x 22 in. 0.40 
Suitable for Enthronement 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure ..............................-- 16 x 25 in. 0.40 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust .........................20..202---2.020 14 x18 in. 0.30 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust .........................2.2..--.002--- 33. = 24° Gat 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading With Consecration 8 x 12 in. 0.10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Bleeding 8 x 12in., 10 cts. 10x 14 in. 0.20 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning With Consecration 8 x 12 in. 0.10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus : 14 x 18 in. 0.35 
Sacred Heart of Mary 1 Companion pictures 14 x 18 in. 0.35 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind ................ 17 x 24 in. 0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind ................ 7x 10in. 0.10 
S. H. of Jesus, Lover of Mankind With Consecration 9 x 14 in. 0.15 
S. H. of Jesus, Lover of Mankind With Consecration 8 x 12 in. 0.10 





The Way of the Cross 


Contains fifteen devotion-inspiring pictures, each one a work of 
art, printed on best paper. The make-up is very attractive, the prayers 
very touching; print large and plain. From Philadelphia: ‘“‘One cannot 
help but say the stations with great devotion when meditating on such 
beautiful yet sorrowful pictures; the book is surely a wonderful piece 
of work and I cannot tell you how much I appreciate it. Price 30 cts. 


Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 

From Minnesota: ‘Some time ago I received the three views of 
the Miraculous Crucifix, and must say, I treasure them highly. They 
are so real, so life-like; one cannot resist making an act of perfect con- 
trition when meditating on them.’’ Massachusetts: “I am charmed 
with it and can hardly let the book out of my hands; it is wonder- 
ful!’” — Made up in an excellent 16-page map of finest art paper, with 
a short history of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on 
the Passion. We receive many letters testifying to the artistic beauty 
of the three different views of the Holy Christ of Limpias. Price 20 cts. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Rosaries Suitable for Gifts 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed 
with the Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


Extra quality, medium cocoa bead on sterling silver chain, with 
artistic cross and center piece of saine, length 19 in. 
Handsome rosary, medium oval beads on extra strong silver 
plated chain; two links between beads. Nickel bound 

cross, oxidized center piece, length 24 in. 

Small Matted Jet rosary 18% in. long on silver plated chain 
with oxidized silver cross. Figure of Sacred Heart inlaid 
in jet stone as center piece 

Attractive rosary, medium oval be: 
cross and Immaculate Conception center piece, 18 in. 

Highly polished medium or small oval bead on silver plated 
chain. Nickel bound cross with oxidized corpus. 

Little Flower rosary, imitation stone beads, in assorted 
colors, on silver finish chain. Artistic oxidized crucifix and 
Little Flower connection, length 18 in. 

Eucharistic rosary, oblong beads, with nice oxidized Eucharistic 
emblem center piece and cross, length 18 in. 

Grandma’s beads—large oval, length 22 in., nickel bound cross 
A Good rosary, medium bead, metal chain, artistic oxidized cen- 
ter connection and cross, length 21 in. ease 
Strong rosary, round beads, mounted on chain of double thick- 
ness. Beautiful oxidized cross with raised figure, 16 in. 


Rosaries for Children 


First Communion rosary. Appropriately made of Imitation 
Mother of Pearl on silver finish chain. The crucifix is nicely 
modeled with lilies. The center connection has a beautiful 
figure of Our Lord and St. John, length 16 in. 

Oval imitation stone beads, on metal chain, length 16 in. 
Colors: crystal, amethyst or sapphire 

Extra fine cut stone, round beads on metal chain, length 13 
Colors: crystal, amethyst, garnet or sapphire 

Roman Pearl beads, white or blue, on metal chain, 16 in. 

Small glass beads, crystal, garnet or sapphire, length 12 in. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal gold-plated 


Hanging Crucifixes 
Fine Rosewood Crucifix, with artistic oxidized corpus, 12 in. .00 
ial tala alii . 3 in. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60 
eal Ebony, Oxidized Corpus 6 in. 90: 8% i 50 
75 
.00 
When remittance accompanies order, Crucifixes will be enriched with 
the Papal indulgences, the indulgences of the stations and of the dying. 


1 
— : 5 in. 0.50; 6 in. 0 
Nickel bound Crucifixes 7 in. 10 2 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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